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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT. 


FINEDON, 

April , 1919. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Finedon  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  twenty -fourth  Annual  Report  on  the 
Public  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Township.  The  Registrar-General  gives  me 
the  following  estimate  of  the  population,  viz.  : for  death-rate,  3,873  ; for  birth-rate,  4,340. 


The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  87  : 37  males  and  50  females, 
giving  a rate  of  20.2  per  1000  per  annum.  An  increase  on  the  previous  year,  when  the 
rate  was  16.8  per  1000  per  annum.  There  were  7 illegitimate  births  : 5 males  and  2 females. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  as  occurring  in  the  Township  during  the  year  was 
54,  giving  a rate  of  11.3  per  1000  per  annum.  Six  deaths  were  registered  of  residents  in 
Public  Institutions,  making  a total  of  60,  and  giving  a rate  of  15.4  per  1000  per  annum. 

Seven  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  were  registered,  giving  a rate  of  80.4 
per  1000  births  registered. 

There  was  one  death  from  cancer,  giving  a rate  of  .2  per  1000  per  annum. 

There  were  three  deaths  from  phthisis,  giving  a rate  of  .7  per  1000  per  annum. 

Four  deaths  from  tubercular  disease  other  than  phthisis  were  registered,  giving  a rate 
of  1.03  per  1000  per  annum. 

Twelve  deaths  were  registered  as  being  caused  by  respiratory  diseases  other  than 
phthisis,  giving  a rate  of  3.09  per  1000  per  annum. 


caused  16  deaths,  giving  a rate  of  4.1  per  1000  per  annum. 

Two  deaths  were  due  to  zymotic  disease,  giving  a rate  of  .5  per  1000  per  annum. 
A satisfactory  rate. 

The  ages  at  w'hich  the  deaths  occurred  were  as  follows  : — 

Under  One  and  under  Five  and  under  Fifteen  and  under 

one  year,  five  years,  fifteen  years,  twenty-five  years, 

7.  5.  4.  4. 


Twenty-five  and  under 
forty -five  years, 

14. 


Forty-five  and  under 
sixty-five  years, 

8. 


Sixty-five  years  and 
upwards, 

20. 


Twenty-eight  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  viz. : diphtheria,  2 cases  ; measles, 
25  cases,  causing  one  death  ; erysipelas,  1 case.  Whooping  cough  caused  one  death. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  Public  Health  was  very  good  ; much  above  the 
average.  In  October,  November  and  December,  influenza  became  epidemic,  the  number  of 
cases  running  into  the  hundreds.  November  was  the  worst  month.  The  disease  was 
complicated  with  pneumonia  of  a very  fatal  type,  and  the  toll  of  lives  taken  was  a heavy 
one. 


Four  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  reported  during  the  year. 

The  Scavenging  of  the  Town  has  been  well  carried  out  ; but  there  are  some  things 
I should  like  to  see  altered,  and  which  I shall  bring  before  the  Sanitary  Committee. 

Repairs  to  and  painting  and  whitewashing  of  property  in  the  Town  are  much  behind- 
hand, and  some  of  the  property  is  in  a disgraceful  condition.  New  houses  are  urgently 
needed. 

This  has  been  sufficient  during  the  year,  but  the  supply  of  sugar  and  palatable 
edible  fats  has  been  short  and  much  felt.  The  foreign  meat  supplied  has  been  on  many 
occasions  of  very  poor  quality,  and  on  one  occasion  I had  to  condemn  as  unfit  for  food 
half  a beast. 

The  Milk  Supply  has  fallen  short  of  the  requirements  of  the  Town. 

This  has  been  ample  and  good. 

Further  particulars  as  to  the  Sanitary  affairs  of  the  Township,  will  be  found  in  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  BURLAND, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


